
MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF ST ANNES LIBRARY ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 

St Annes Library, 10 April 2025

Present: Aileen Smedley (Library), Sylvia Davis, Olga Depledge, Pam Foster, Allan Foster, Meg
Greenfield, Lin Greenfield, Nat Howard, Barbara Mackenzie,  Marie Taylor, Angela Jacques, 
Andrew Walmsley (speaker).

Apologies: Tony Depledge, Annette Ford, Tony Ford, Anne Fielding, Bob Fielding, Roy Winter, 
Jean Wardle.

Welcome by the Chair: Barbara Mackenzie extended a warm welcome to everyone at the 
meeting.

Approval of the Minutes: The minutes of the AGM 2025 were approved. 

Chair’s Report (Barbara Mackenzie):

We have had a good year both in terms of events and money raised for the library.

Events such as the popular Murder Mystery plays by the Windmill Players, a guitar and folk 
evening with Mark Russell and Friends, which was well attended and enjoyed by everyone (I 
think we might be asking the group to entertain us again during the coming year).

We also organised a cakes, crafts, and book sale during the autumn but probably picked one of
the worst days in the year for weather – high winds you could hardly stand up in.  Despite this,
a good number of people came out to support the event and we thank them for that.

Karl Dawson, who is opening a jukebox museum in the town in May, came to speak about the 
birth of the British jukebox and about the local company, Ditchburn, which made them.  A very
interesting and informative talk.

Of course, there were the usual favourites – bingo, and a quiz evening – and a few new events
which the library was able to put on with financial and/or physical help from the Friends, such 
as an African drumming workshop.

All in all, it has been a successful year, both in terms of raising money and putting on a variety
of events.

However, we are sorry we didn’t receive any information about the theft of the Birdsworth 
sculpture and we haven’t yet decided what, if anything, to replace it with.  So any ideas will be
welcomed.

The Friends’ gardening group members are still working with some of the St Annes in Bloom 
volunteers to keep the library garden looking fresh and colourful and I am sure you agree they
are doing a wonderful job.  Plants have been supplied by Patrick from the Fylde Borough 
Council depot.There has been some storm damage this year and the Owl and the Pussycat 
mosaic continues to need repair.  New pieces have been bought and Bob Fielding is hoping to 
start the repairs soon.  The wooden furniture is ready for cleaning too.



By way of a ‘thank you’ to the In Bloom volunteers, FoSAL laid on coffee and cake in 
November, organised by the knitting group.

The Knit and Natter group has recruited some new members during the year and continues to 
make items for the premature baby unit at Blackpool Victoria hospital – hats, jackets, hearts 
and teddy bears.

They were busy from September knitting for the craft fair and then making bobble hats to 
hang on a Christmas tree kindly donated by Dunelm.  Library users were encouraged to take 
the hats once Christmas was over.  

One thing the Friends have done this year is to bring us up to date with technology. A lot of 
people don’t carry much cash with them nowadays so we have purchased a card machine. You 
can now buy tickets for events with your credit or debit cards. 

The Friends are currently planning events for the coming year so now I would like to thank the 
committee for their unwavering support and help: Pam, Alan, Anne, Olga, Meg, Roy, Rowland, 
Marie, and Annette.  Apart from the officer duties, everyone pitches in to support the various 
events by selling tickets, taking tickets/money on the night, organising refreshments, moving 
furniture, and so on.

I want also to thank the library staff for their support and especially Aileen who designs the 
event posters, puts out publicity, organises the furniture, and co-ordinates all the 
arrangements for events.  She also keeps us (the committee) in line. 

Finally, thank you to the FoSAL members who support the library by coming to events which 
helps it to benefit from that little bit extra.  Without you, we couldn’t function.

I apologise if I have forgotten to mention anyone.

I am confident our speaker, Andrew Walmsley, will provide us with an interesting and 
informative talk.  Having been based in the library quite a number of years ago now, he is very
familiar with all things St Annes.  His topic, ‘St Anne’s on the Sea and its promenade lifeboat 
memorial: The Life of a Town and the Career of a Monument’ is timely – as of 31 March, the 
town is celebrating its 150th birthday.

Refreshments – tea, coffee, biscuits – are available.  Thank you once again for coming along to
support the library.  Please enjoy the rest of the evening.



Treasurer’s Report - Presentation of Accounts for the period (Allan Foster)

Election of Officers & Committee: The current officers were re-elected to the Committee.

Any Other Business:  the Treasurer proposed that the AGM always be held in April. Meg 
Greenfield proposed, Angela Jacques seconded.

Closing: Library Manger Aileen Smedley thanked the FOSAL members and committee for their
hard work and emphasised that funds raised made a big difference to what the Library could 
offer. Footfall had increased.

The meeting was followed by refreshments and a talk by Andrew Walmsley on ‘St Anne’s on the Sea
and its Promenade Lifeboat Memorial: The Life of a Town and the Career of a Monument  .  ’

https://fosal.org.uk/2025/02/invitation-to-our-agm-and-a-talk-st-annes-on-the-sea-and-its-promenade-lifeboat-memorial-by-andrew-walmsley/
https://fosal.org.uk/2025/02/invitation-to-our-agm-and-a-talk-st-annes-on-the-sea-and-its-promenade-lifeboat-memorial-by-andrew-walmsley/

