
MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF ST ANNES LIBRARY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
St Annes Library, 13 June 2024

Present: Aileen Smedley, Barbara Mackenzie, Pam Foster, Allan Foster, Annette Ford, Rowland 
Taylor, Roy Winter, Anne Fielding, Jean Wardle, Dawn Lock, Bill Lock, Marie Taylor, Angela 
Jacques, Karl Dawson (speaker).

Apologies: Olga Depledge, Tony Depledge, Meg Greenfield.

Welcome by the Chair: Barbara Mackenzie extended a warm welcome to everyone at the 
meeting.

Approval of the Minutes: The minutes of the AGM 2023 were approved. 

Chair’s Report (Barbara Mackenzie):

It has been a mixed year: we have been able to organise a few events to keep the pennies 
coming in, but we have also had to postpone some for a variety of reasons, some beyond our 
control.

Our Knit and Natter group is still going strong and continuing to knit for the premature babies 
at Blackpool Victoria hospital. 

The Gardening Group has enlisted the help of St Anne’s in Bloom volunteers this year who, 
according to Anne, our co-ordinator, have successfully maintained the garden against the 
challenges of the mostly inclement weather.

The Owl and the Pussycat mosaic repairs have been ongoing, though difficult, and the 
Birdsworth sculpture has also had to be repaired. You will no doubt have read in the local 
paper that shortly after the repair was completed, the sculpture was stolen. Despite a plea for 
information, nothing has been forthcoming.  

About the same time, we noticed the wooden book sculpture had woodworm and had rotted 
beyond repair.  So we now have to consider out next moves. Do we want to replace them or do
we want to do something different? We are open to ideas. Please contact one of the committee
members with suggestions.

On a lighter note, we have had some successful events starting with the theatre talk at last 
year’s AGM by Alan Ridgway about Growing up under the Spotlight.

We also had a Murder Mystery night organised by the Windmill Players, always popular and 
well attended; and two bingo evenings, one with a quiz, organised by Roy.

Our talk this year was given by Mick Downer who had researched a tragedy that happened in 
St Anne’s in July 1930.  It concerned the drowning of six youths from a Catholic reform school.
They were on a camping holiday. It has been said it was probably one of the worst beach 
accidents in the UK. Roy Turner from the RNLI came along to give an historical perspective to 
the talk, and one of the things he talked about was how safety practices have been improved 
since.

Fiona Boismaison, from St Anne’s in Bloom, came along in June to give us a lighthearted talk 
entitled How Green is your Garden?  She covered how to be more green, gave tips on 
gardening good practice, removing weeds, safe insecticides, and how to deal with slugs!

We have one or two ideas for future events and look forward to planning those. We couldn’t, of
course, accomplish as much without the help of the library staff. So I want to thank Aileen 
particularly for doing things behind the scenes you don’t see, like designing and making 
posters, and staying late after work to move furniture and set out what we need for a specific 



event, ably helped by the rest of the library staff. This year, Aileen has also spent a lot of her 
spare time in the library garden, along with In Bloom volunteers, and we are grateful for what 
they have done to keep the garden areas looking well.

I am always afraid of missing someone when handing out thanks. But I certainly won’t miss 
out the committee members. I want to thank them for supporting the events in other ways, 
like providing refreshments. Finally, thank you to you, the FoSAL members for turning up to 
support our events so we can give our library members that little bit extra.

Treasurer’s Report - Presentation of Accounts for the period (Allan Foster)

Election of Officers: Marie Taylor was elected onto the Committee

Closing: Library Manger Aileen Smedley thanked the FOSAL members and committee for their
hard work and emphasised that funds raised made a big difference to what the Library could 
offer.

The meeting was followed by refreshments and a talk on The Birth of the British Jukebox: the 
History of Ditchburn of Lytham St Annes, by Karl Dawson, Curator of the Ditchburn Museum.


