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Presenting Birdsworth
A MOSAIC sculpture of a bird will be unveiled at 
this year’s FoSAL garden party on Saturday 21 July. 
Commissioned by the Fylde Decorative and Fine 
Arts Society (DFAS) for St Annes library garden and 
called ‘Birdsworth’, it has been created by Cheshire-
based artist Patricia Lee.

The statue is part of a project called ‘It’s a Birdie’, 
organised by DFAS to coincide with the British Open 
golf championship at nearby Royal Lytham and St 
Annes golf club.

DFAS secured the necessary funding to work with 
various community groups to create hundreds of 
birdie artworks, which will be displayed in the town’s 
shops, cafes, hotels and gardens. A Birdie Trail will be 
created to encourage residents and visitors to go ‘bird 
spotting’.

 FoSAL and DFAS held two workshops at St Annes 
library in May, led by Patricia Lee. The 80 people who 
took part were encouraged to decorate their birds, 
name them, and then create a story behind the name. 
Patricia took away all the ideas to select a winning  
design to form the basis of the sculpture for the 
garden.

You can view all 80 birds on the It’s a Birdie!  
website at www.itsabirdie.com.

Birdsworth is a literary bird made of mosaic and 
fused glass . He is multi-coloured, with golden daf-
fodils on his breast, a golden beak, and red and gold 
wings embellished with quotes from well-known 
books. His back and head are sky blue.

The It’s a Birdie! exhibition will continue through-

It’s a Birdie in the 
Garden!

out the summer and will also be a part of the St 
Annes Music and Arts Festival in early September.

Fylde DFAS will also organise a month long It’s a 
Birdie! exhibition at the Fylde Gallery, Lytham, also 
in September. 

In the meantime, come meet Birdsworth at the 
Garden Party on Saturday 21 July, 11:00am-3:00pm.
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Reading with a View 
Garden update

Meet Patricia Lee

HORTICULTURE tutor Jim Carey from Myerscough College (above, 
right) led Garden Crew volunteers in a practical workshop entitled 
“Waking up the Garden” at the end of March.

Volunteers, with Jim’s help, assessed how the garden had done dur-
ing its first winter, discussed the jobs that would need to be done over 
the coming months, and got down to the work that needed to be done 
immediately. Jim offered advice on how to treat the plants and shrubs 
for the summer months, pruning, and how best to take cuttings. 

This was the last in a series of three workshops organised in con-
junction with the Short Courses programme at Myerscough and made 
possible with funding from Community Spaces.

Since then, Garden Crew volunteers have been working in the gar-
den most weeks doing regular maintenance jobs. Fortunately – unlike 
last year – watering has not been much of an issue this year with Moth-
er Nature giving us lots of help. Nevertheless, the Friends of St Annes 
Library have had an external tap installed to make watering easier.

If you would like to help out in the garden, be it a little or a lot, please 
contact Paula on 07837701733 or email paula.fodor@virgin.net. You 
don’t have to be an expert. It only needs a few hours every other month 
to help with planting, weeding, tidying and watering.

SALFORD-born artist Patricia Lee 
began making mosaics in 1998 after 
a visit to Barcelona, where she was 
inspired by the work of Gaudi. She 
has worked with schools and com-
munity groups across the North 
West on a wide range of projects.

She says “I believe that everybody 
has some degree of creativity within 
them. I encourage my students to 
let their imaginations run wild and 
then help them harness their amaz-
ing ideas to create beautiful pieces 

of art and work as part of a team, inspiring others to think creatively.”
Patricia studied graphic design at Blackpool and has a first class honours 

degree in design and technology from Manchester Metropolitan Univer-
sity. She works in schools across the North West and with community 
groups.

Witchcraft
THE Lancashire Witches: 1612-
2012 was the subject of a talk in 
April by Colin Penny, one of our 
popular speakers from Lancashire 
Museums at Lancaster castle. 

This marked the 400th anniver-
sary of the Pendle witch trials, and 
was much enjoyed by an apprecia-
tive audience.

What the Dickens?
ABOUT 40 people attended an 
evening to celebrate the bicente-
nary of Charles Dickens in Febru-
ary, with a few getting into the spirit 
of Victorian England by dressing up 
in costumes of the time.

The audience took part in a Dick-
ens quiz and committee members 
read extracts from his books, inter-
spersed with titbits of information 
about the writer. All also enjoyed 
the home-made cakes and refresh-
ments that were on offer.

Knit Together
THE Knit Together Group received 
international recognition from 
ICROSS Canada (International 
Community for the Relief of Starva-
tion and Suffering) earlier in the 
year for the Izzy African comfort 
dolls and Boomer baby caps they 
have created for the children of war, 
HIV and Aids orphans, and the 
poorest of the poor.

The knitters have also gotten into 
the golfing spirit and produced a 
host of golfers. You can see their 
display in the library until the week 
after the Open championship, 
which finishes on Sunday 22 July.

The Knit Together Group meets 
on the first and third Fridays of the 
month at St Annes Library. New 
members are welcome – or simply 
just donations of knitting wool.

THERE were naturally a few 
stand-outs among the many 
brilliantly decorated birds cre-
ated in the It’s a Birdie! project 
(see front page). 

Marie Riley of the Fylde 
Decorative and Fine Arts Soci-
ety has highlighted this beauti-
ful example from Charlee Jack 
McGuinness. Marie writes: 

“We didn’t give out prizes for 
the workshop sessions but I 
suspect that if we had then 
this would have won one. The 
photo doesn’t really do it jus-
tice, it’s all shimmer and light. 

“Charlee’s bird is called 
Sand-duner and this is his 
description:
Sparkly, with a sand and glitter 
beak, it lives in the sand dunes. 
It hops out to turn all the sand 
into glitter and it attracts visi-
tors to St Annes. 

It has one blue eye and one 
pink eye. It makes a bling 
sound when it drops its glitter 
and it lays glitter eggs.

“I think we have a budding 
writer as well as a budding art-
ist in the making. 

“The other birds are all 
lovely too.”

Sand-duner and 
other garden 
birdies

Open day:  
Summer garden party

THIS year’s annual garden party is 
timed to coincide with the British 
Open golf championship and will be 
held on Saturday 21 July from 11.00 
am to 3.00 pm.

There will be a range of stalls, 
cakes, crafts, refreshments, and musi-
cal entertainment but the highlight of 
the day will be the unveiling of ‘Bird-
sworth’, the colourful mosaic sculp-
ture created by artist Patricia Lee for 
the library garden (see page 1).

Hilary Alcock, Chair of Fylde 
Decorative and Fine Arts Society 

(DFAS), will open the party, unveil ‘Birdsworth’, and award certificates.
Committee members will be handing out photo/poetry books to chil-

dren from Home Start Fylde who took part in the It’s a Birdie! project and 
they will be wearing owl costumes.

We are looking for volunteers to help on the day so if you can spare an 
hour or two, please get in touch with a committee member. Contact details 
are on the back page.

Thank you for your support.

Library garden helps St Annes win 
North West in Bloom award
WE did it! St Annes won the North West in Bloom Award for Large 
Coastal Resort, finally beating Southport! It seems a long time since the 
judges visited the Library garden on a hot and sunny morning last sum-
mer, but they were obviously impressed, not only with the beauty of the 
garden but also by how much of an asset it is for the local community. 
Judging for 2012 gets underway once again at the end of July. 



Joining the  
Friends of

St Annes Library

Subscription is £5 per person per annum

It’s easy to join! Just provide the information 
requested below and return the completed 
form to the library. Cheques may be made 
payable to ‘Friends of St Annes Library’.

Name  ______________________________

Address  ______________________________
 
  ______________________________

Postcode  ______________________________

Email  ______________________________

Phone   ______________________________

How I would like to be involved
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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Forthcoming events 
at St Annes Library
14 JULY – Be part of the national Big Dance, 
12.30-1 pm. YMCA Performing Arts Academy will 
be performing and leading a dance for all to join in or 
watch. 
16 JULY – Dance Chatterbooks for 8-11 year olds. 
3.45 pm.
19 JULY A Round with Craig. Golf talk by Craig Lea. 
7 pm. Free. Craig is a professional golfer. Join him for 
a presentation and discussion along with Q&A ses-
sion. Pick up tips and gain an insight into the profes-
sional game
21 JULY Friends of St Annes Library Garden Party 
11 am to 3 pm, presenting DFAS “It’s a birdie” project
21 JULY Alex Hulme – singer popular with young 
people. 5.30 pm. Free. Alex is an acoustic performer 
and singer. He has a new EP out on 13 July called 
“The Start”. 

Coming up ……
ARE you a fan of Edward Lear’s “The Owl and the 
Pussycat”? Are you a 1920s song and dance man or 
woman? Are author talks more your bag?
FOSAL is planning events for autumn and winter 
2012. Keep an eye on the library noticeboards and 
visit our website for news: www.fosal.org.uk

FOSAL
Chair Anne Fielding
Vice Chair Barbara Mackenzie
Secretary Vacant
Treasurer Paula Fodor
Membership Secretary Pauline Germain
Website Pam Foster
The Friends of St Annes Library (FoSAL) is a 
voluntary group founded in 2008. It supports St 
Annes library in various ways, working closely 
with library staff but functioning independently 
of the library service with its own constitution, 
funds and objectives.

email: info@fosal.org.uk


